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AUSTRALIAN MARINE COMPLEX, COCKBURN 
Grievance 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.23 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for State 
Development and is about the Australian Marine Complex in my electorate of Cockburn.  My grievance is about 
the effectiveness, the direction and the capacity of the Australian Marine Complex, with particular reference to 
the common user facility at Jervoise Bay, Cockburn.  I am sure that a number of members in the Chamber, and 
particularly the minister, are aware of the history of the Australian Marine Complex and the common user 
facility.  It was initiated by the previous Liberal coalition Government.  I congratulate once again the foresight of 
Hon Hendy Cowan, the then Minister for Commerce and Trade, who argued extensively with the 
Commonwealth Government for funding to join with the moneys that had been put aside by the State of Western 
Australia to construct the Australian Marine Complex at Jervoise Bay.  That construction took place during the 
term of the Labor Government.  It was completed at the end of 2002 or the beginning of 2003.  The Australian 
Marine Complex common user facility opened for business approximately 12 months ago.   

The Australian Marine Complex is an industrial technology precinct that covers the entire suburb of Henderson.  
Within that precinct are subprecincts for the marine industry.  Members obviously will be aware of Austal Ships 
Pty Ltd and Tenix Pty Ltd, which manufacture both steel and aluminium vessels at the Australian Marine 
Complex.  The services section of the AMC consists of all the facilities that support the marine, defence and 
fabrication areas of the AMC.  There is also the precinct for fabrication and erection, which is the common user 
facility owned by the State Government.  At the moment construction of the technology precinct is under way.  
The first client that will move into the technology precinct, Raytheon, is constructing its building as I speak.   

The common user facility is owned by the State Government.  There is a contract between the Government and 
JBFM Babcock Pty Ltd, which is a joint venture company that has been established basically to run the common 
user facility for and on behalf of the Government.  The common user facility consists of a 3 000 tonne wharf, a 
15 000 tonne load-out wharf, a fabrication hall that measures 60 x 30 x 90 metres, a smaller fabrication hall and 
engineering offices. A vast lay-down and hardstand area surrounds these facilities.  The common user facility is 
world class.  It is recognised nationally as having the capacity to approach any type of project in the marine, 
defence and oil and gas industries in a very successful and competitive way.   

The first issue that I wish to raise with the minister is that, as I have pointed out, the AMCCUF has been open for 
business for approximately one year.  My constituents and I, and certainly the rest of the industry and the general 
public, would like to know how effective the AMCCUF has been over the past year, particularly in attracting 
business for its core areas of oil and gas, fabrication and erection, and marine and defence work.  I would also 
like to know exactly how the contracting company JBFM Babcock has performed in its contract over the past 
year.  Secondly, I would like the minister to tell me exactly what business he believes can be attracted to the 
AMCCUF and what prospects he believes are on the horizon in attracting business to the AMCCUF.  This issue 
is critical to my constituents because it goes to the issues of which businesses can thrive in the areas of 
Cockburn, Kwinana and Rockingham as a result of the business undertaken at the AMCCUF, and employment 
prospects for my constituents in Cockburn and for people who live in the area that backs onto the industrial strip 
of Kwinana and Rockingham, who are effectively the pool of labour from which the AMCCUF draws.  Thirdly, 
I have been approached by companies and individuals who believe that the AMCCUF should be expanded to 
include in particular a dry dock and another fabrication hall.  As I have already indicated, the size of the 
fabrication hall is comparable to the size of some of the facilities of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration in Florida.  It measures 60 x 30 x 90 metres.  It is on rails so that the entire fabrication hall can 
move.  The Australian Marine Complex fabrication hall is vast.  When there is a call for the construction of 
another one, it is a call for serious investment by the State Government.  Similarly, when there is a call for the 
installation of a dry dock, that again is a call for serious investment by the Western Australian Government.  I 
ask the minister what the Government’s response will be to the request for the construction of those facilities as 
part of the future of the AMCCUF.   

MR C.M. BROWN (Bassendean - Minister for State Development) [9.30 am]:  I thank the member for 
Cockburn for raising what is a very important matter for the State of Western Australia.  The member for 
Cockburn, both in his current role as a member of this House and prior to coming to this House, has taken a very 
active interest over many years in promoting the shipbuilding and ship repair industries, the manufacturing 
industry and obviously the metal manufacturing industry.  The member for Cockburn has correctly provided to 
the House a brief historical overview of the establishment of the Australian Marine Complex.  He spoke 
particularly about the establishment of what is generally referred to as the common user facility.  The Australian 
Marine Complex refers to the whole area and encapsulates a number of the significant shipbuilding operations in 
the area, including those of Austal Ships Pty Ltd, Tenix Pty Ltd, Oceanfast Pty Ltd and a variety of other 
companies, both large and small, that operate there on both defence work and pleasure craft.   
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The facility comprises a number of parts.  It includes existing industry.  The member for Cockburn referred to 
the common user facility, which is exactly as the name suggests - it is a large facility that can be used for both 
large and small projects.  A marine technology park is being fostered for the development of science and 
technology-based companies and will be a potential supply area for the shipbuilding and ship repair industries 
and other industries that will use the common user facility.  The first and anchor tenant at the marine technology 
park area will be a company called Raytheon Australia Pty Ltd.  This company is very much involved in 
weapons systems design.  It is a United States based company.  However, because of the interoperability of 
systems between the US and Australian Navies, it is a supplier to the Royal Australian Navy.  The State 
Government has worked with that company and has provided a financial incentive for it to establish a research 
and operational facility at, and to be the anchor tenant of, the technology park.  The building to house Raytheon 
is currently under construction and will be completed by the end of this year.   

Around $14 million passed through the common user facility in 2003-04, providing 500 jobs at the site with a 
total capacity to employ over 500 full-time workers per shift at any one time.  Obviously, there is an opportunity 
to further develop the site.  The financial results for 2003-04 for the common user facility have well exceeded 
projections.  It is envisaged that it will take time to fully ramp up the site, but it is ahead of the financial 
projections.  Indeed, total revenue was almost 70 per cent ahead of the plan.  The net financial position of the 
common user facility business was some $825 000 above that projected for the first year of operation.  The total 
estimated economic benefit to local Western Australian industry was as high as $7 million.   

Over the past year, some 30 user leases have been issued for the common user facility, with six users on site at 
any one time.  This has demonstrated the success of the facility’s common user concept.  Users have reported 
satisfaction with the facilities, and no safety, environmental or industrial relations problems have arisen.  The 
facility has a state-of-the-art mobile fabrication hall that was used to assemble auxiliary equipment rooms for 
Woodside Energy Ltd, an oil and gas platform for Apache Energy Ltd, a product stacker destined for Queensland 
and, for the HIsmelt Corporation Pty Ltd project at Kwinana, two of the largest cryogenic nitrogen tanks ever 
built in Western Australia.  The common user facility’s 15 000 tonne and 3 000 tonne load-out wharves and lay-
down area were used for the load-out of the Woodside and Apache modules, as well as berthing for the New 
Zealand Anzac-class frigate HMNZS Te Mana while it awaited docking at the adjacent Tenix 8 000 tonne 
shiplift.  The wharves have been used during maintenance of the Semac 1 pipe-lay barge, which is a large bulk 
carrier, and also by Fraser Diving (Australia) Pty Ltd for submarine escape training.  We can see that the facility 
is already being actively used.  Obviously, the job that is being carried out by JBFM Babcock Pty Ltd in 
promoting the facility is showing results.  Businesses are being attracted to the use of that facility.   

In terms of the future, the facility has been established to attract work from the oil and gas, mining and defence 
sectors.  Some very large contracts will be issued by the Australian Government for new naval vessels.  We are 
certainly seeking to position ourselves to get a chunk of that work and, in doing so, it may well become 
appropriate for further investment to occur at that site.  We are looking at how to strategically invest in this area.  
The establishment of a dry dock and fabrication hall will be part of the overall considerations of the Government 
in determining the way in which it can position Western Australia to get a reasonable chunk of the naval work 
that will be forthcoming in the next six to 12 months.   
 


